IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel cfaims 46-1)3 without prejudice. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 
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1 . (Amended) A needle protective device comprising: 
a needle guard slidably mounted on a needle having a sharpened distal end, 
said needle guard having a proximal end and a distal end, said needle guard 
containing a non-metal movable nqedle trap/fflat is biased toward said needle, said 
needle trap 

entrapping said sharpened distal end of said needle when said distal end of said 
needle guard moves near said sharpened distal end of said needle[; and]. 

[limiting means for limiting the forward movement of said needle guard along 
said needle.] 



26. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 7 wherein said needle 
guard comprises a first notch for retaining said distal end of said resilient member. 




27. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 26 wherein said needle 
trap comprises a lead-in section reiving a second notch, said lead-in section locating 
said resilient member within first and second notches, said second notch releasably 
retaining said distal end of said resilient member. 



28. (Amended) The [assembly] device brclaim 26 wherein said needle 
trap comprises a lead-in section having a multilevel landing, said lead-in section 
locating said resilient member within said first notch and said landing, said landing 
releasably retaining said distal end of said resilient member. 
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29. (Amended) The [assembly] 
comprises at least one longitudinal 
between said needle trap and said 



device of claim 7 wherein said needle trap 
channel for reducing the contact surface area 
resilient member. 



30. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 8 [wherein said limiting 
means comprises] further comprisin g a tether having a first end and a second end, 



said first end attached to said hous 
guard. 



ing, said second end attached to said needle 



31 . (Amended) The [assehbly] device of claim 21 [wherein said limiting 
means comprises] further comprising a tether having a first end and a second end, 
said first end attached to said hub, said second end attached to said needle guard. 



32. (Amended) The [assemply] device of claim 30 or 31 wherein said 
tether is flexible. 

33. (Amended) The [assembly] devicev olefaim 8 [wherein said limiting 
means comprises] further comprising al rigid tether and said housing includes an 
aperture for receiving said rigid tether, said rigid tether having a first end and a 
second end, said first end having a stop, to prevent said first end of said rigid tether 
from advancing through said housing apjerture, said second end attached to said 
needle guard. 



34. (Amended) The fassemblvl ldevice of claim 21 [wherein said limiting 
means comprises] further comprising a rigid tether and said hub includes an aperture 
for receiving said rigid tether, said rigid tether having a first end and a second end, 
said first end having a stop to prevent said first end of said rigid tether from 
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advancing through said hub apeijture, said second end attached to said needle 
guard. 



35. (Amended) The [assembly] 
includes a pocket for storing said 



36. (Amended) The [as 
includes a change in contour near 
change in contour providing [said] 



device of claim 32 wherein said hub 
lexible tether. 



sembly] device of claim 1 wherein said needle 
the sharpened distal end of said needle, said 
imiting means to limit the forward movement of 



said needle guard along said needle. 



37. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 8 wherein said housing 
comprises at least one projection for\removably attaching a protective storage cover 
to said housing. 




38. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 21 wherein said hub 
comprises at least one projection for removably attaching a protective storage cover 
to said hub. 



39. (Amended) The [assembtyj device of claim 1 wherein said needle 
guard is side-loadable onto said needle. 



40. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 1 wherein said needle 
guard comprises a first section and a secor\d section, said first and second sections 
having attachable mating faces. 
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41 . (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 40 wherein said needle 
guard comprises an integral configuration whereby said first and second sections are 
joined by a hinge section. 

42. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 39 wherein said needle 
guard includes a longitudinal recess for receiving said needle. 



43. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim 7 further comprising a 
shroud for containing said resilient \nember and said needle guard. 

44. (Amended) The [assembly] device of claim [46] 43 wherein said 
shroud comprises a collapsible bellows. 

45. (Amended) The [assemply] device/ ^f claim 7 further comprising a 
shroud for containing said needle guaid and said needle when the sharpened distal 
end of said needle is contained within said needle guard, said shroud comprising a 
bellows, said bellows providing [the] limiting means to limit the forward movement of 



said needle guard along said needle. 



Please add the following new claims: 



94. (New) The device of claim 1/wtterein said needle guard comprises a 
first section and a second section, sajd firsj and second sections being attachable 
over said needle. 
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95. (New) The device 
integral configuration whereby 
section. 



said 



claim 94 wherein said needle guard comprises an 
first and second sections are joined by a hinge 



96. (New) A needle protective device comprising: 

a needle guard slidably mounted on a needle having a sharpened distal end, 
said needle guard having a proximal end and a distal end, said needle guard 
containing a movable needle trap integral to said needle guard that is biased toward 
said needle, said needle trap entrapping said sharpened distal end of said needle 
when said distal end of said needlq guard moves near said sharpened distal end of 
said needle. 



97. (New) The device of c\aim ge^wherein said needle trap is inherently 
biased toward said needle. 




98. (New) The device of clajm 96 fuffher comprising biasing means for 
urging said needle guard forward toward said sharpened distal end of said needle. 



99. (New) The device of claim 98 further comprising retaining means for 

1 

releasably retaining said needle guard neai^tbe.base of said needle. 



100. (New) The device of claim|99 further comprising triggering means for 
releasing said retaining means. 

101 . (New) The device of claim ^8 wherein said biasing means comprises a 
resilient member having a proximal end arid a distal end. 
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102. (New) The device of clairrj^^wherein^he-base of said needle is 
coupled to a housing having a, forward end, said needle extending axially from said 
forward end of said housing. 



1 03. (New) The devicd of claip^l 02 wherein said resilient member is 
disposed between said housing and said needle guard. 

104. (New) The device of tyaim 103 wherein said resilient member 
comprises a coil spring. 



^ 105. (New) Tvjie device of claim 99 wherein said retaining means comprises 
" latching arm having a proximal end and a distal end, said proximal end of said 
latching arm hingedly attache^ to said housing, said distal end of said latching arm 
comprising a protrusion. 



106. (New) The device of claim 105 wherein said needle guard includes a 
recess for receiving said protrusic 



107. (New) The device of <\laim 105 wherein said latching arm further 
comprises a finger pad for manually ldisenga§|ng said latching arm from said needle 
guard. 




108. (New) The device of clair^f 105 wherein said latching arm comprises a 
ramp for biasing said latching arm in an fyutward manner when a compressive force 
is applied to said needle guard. 
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109. (New) The device oli claim 103 wherein said forward end of said 
housing comprises an opening, tho base of said needle being secured within said 
opening. 



110. (New) The device of 6laim 109 wherein said housing comprises a 
longitudinal wall section extending forward fj^m said housing, said wall section 
substantially surrounding said openinc 




111. (New) The device of claim 1 1 0 wherein said wall section comprises at 
least one aperture for providing access to said opening. 

112. (New) The device of claim 1 10 wherein said retaining means 
omprises a latching armshaving a proximal end and a distal end, said proximal end 

of said latching arm hingedl^attached to said wall section of said hub, said distal end 
of said latching arm comprising^ protrusion, said needle guard including a recess for 
receiving said protrusion. 




113. (New) The device of clairml 12 wherein said triggering means 
comprises a finger pad positioned on said latching arm for manually disengaging 
said latching arm from said needle guard. 



1 14. (New) The device of claim 112 wherefn said triggering means 
comprises a ramp positioned on said latching arm for biasing said latching arm in an 



outward manner when a rearward force is applied to said\eedle guard. 



115. (New) The device of claim 102 fmlherldompris/ng a needle guard hub 
coupled to said housing, said hub having a longitudinal wal/section extending 

-8- \ 



forward from said hub, said resilient mpmber disposed between said hub and said 
needle guard. 



116. (New) The device of clairp 1 \5 wherein said wall section comprises an 
aperture for accessing said needle. 

(9/ 117. (I\ew) The device of claim \ 15 wherein said retaining means 
Comprises a latching arm having a proximal end and a distal end, said proximal end 
of said latching ariAhingedly attached to said wall section of said hub, said distal end 
of said latching arm comprising a protrusion, said needle guard having a recess for 
receiving said protrusiof 




1 1 8. (New) The deyice of claim 1 1 7 wherein said triggering means 
comprises a finger pad on saifcl latching arm for manually disengaging said latching 
arm from said needle guard. 

1 1 9. (New) The device of ^aim 1 1 7 wherein said triggering means 
comprises a ramp for biasing said latching arm in an outward manner when a 
rearward force is applied to said needle guard. 

120. (New) The device of d(aim 101 wherein said needle guard comprises a 
first notch for retaining said distal end\of said resilient member. 



121 . (New) The device of claim^20 whdrein said needle trap comprises a 
lead-in section having a second notch, saiq lead-in section locating said resilient 
member within first and second notches, said second notch releasably retaining said 
distal end of said resilient member. 



if 



122. (New) The device of claim 120 wherein said needle trap comprises a 



lead-in section having a multileve 



landing, said lead-in section locating said resilient 



member within said first notch antjj said landing, said landing releasably retaining 
said distal end of said resilient m< 



123. (New) The device oflclaim 101 wherein said needle trap comprises at 
least one longitudinal channel for reducing the contact surface area between said 
needle trap and said resilient member. 



124. (New) The device of claim 102 further comprising a tether having a first 
end and a second end, said first end Attached to said housing, said second end 
attached to said needle guard. 




1 25. (New) The device of claim 1 1 ^further comprising a tether having a first 
end and a second end, said first end attached to said hub, said second end attached 
to said needle guard. 



126. (New) The device of claim 1\24 or 125 wherein said tether is flexible. 



1 27. (New) The device of claim 1 02 further comprising a rigid tether and 
said housing including an aperture for receiving said rigid tether, said rigid tether 
having a first end and a second end, said first end having a stop to prevent said first 
end of said rigid tether from advancing through said housing aperture, said second 
end attached to said needle guard. 
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128. (New) The device of claim 115 further comprising a rigid tether and 
said hub includes an aperture for receiving said rigid tether, said rigid tether having a 
first end and a second end, said first end having a stop to prevent said first end of 
said rigid tether from advancing through said hub aperture, said second end 
attached to said needle guard 



129. (New) The deviqe of claim 126 wherein said hub includes a pocket for 
storing said flexible tether. 

130. (New) The device! of claim 96 wherein said needle includes a change 
in contour near the sharpened detal end of said needle, said change in contour 
providing limiting means to limit t^e forward movement of said needle guard along 
said needle. 




1 31 . (New) The device of claim 1 02 wherein said housing comprises at 
least one projection for removably aSjttaching a protective storage cover to said 
housing. 

1 32. (New) The device of cliim 1 1 5 wherein said hub comprises at least 
one projection for removably attaching: a protective storage cover to said hub. 

1 33. (New) The device of clairp 96 wherein said needle guard is side- 
loadable onto said needle. 

1 34. (New) The device of claim b6 wherein said needle guard comprises a 
first section and a second section, said finpt and second sections being attachable 
over said needle. 
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135. (New) The device of 
an integral configuration whereby 
hinge section. 



claim 134 wherein said needle guard comprises 
sjaid first and second sections are joined by a 



136. (New) The device of claim 133 wherein said needle guard includes a 



longitudinal recess for receiving sai 



needle. 



137. (New) The device of claim 101 further comprising a shroud for 
containing said resilient member and said needle guard. 




138. (New) The device of cl4im VCLUdrther comprising a shroud for 
containing said needle guard and said needle when the sharpened distal end of said 
needle is contained within said needle! guard, said shroud comprising a bellows, said 
bellows providing limiting means to limjt the forward movement of said needle guard 
along said needle. 



139. (New) A needle protective device comprising: 

a needle guard slidably mounted on a needle having a sharpened distal end, 
said needle guard having a first section, k second section, a proximal end and a 
distal end, said first and second sections being attachable over said needle, said 
needle guard containing a movable needld trap that is biased toward said needle, 
said needle trap entrapping said sharpened distal end of said needle when said 
distal end of said needle guard moves neart said sharpened distal end of said needle. 

140. (New) The device of claim 13^ wherein said needle trap is integral to 
said needle guard. 
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141 . (New) The device of cla|im 139 wherein said needle trap is inherently 
biased toward said needle. 



142. (New) The device of cl^im 
urging said needle guard forward towjard 



139 further comprising biasing means for 
said sharpened distal end of said needle. 



143. (New) The device of claim 142 further comprising retaining means for 

neai^thebase of said needle. 



releasably retaining said needle guarc 



144. (New) The device of cla m 143 further comprising triggering means for 
releasing said retaining means. 




145. (New) The device of claim 14^wljerein said biasing means comprises 
a resilient member having a proximal end and a distal end. 



.tif. 



146. (New) The device of clainv»42"wherein^h« base of said needle is 
coupled to a housing having a forward epd, said needle extending axially from said 
forward end of said housing. 



147. (New) The device of claim 
disposed between said housing and said 



146 wherein said resilient member is 
needle guard. 



148. (New) The device of claim ^47 wherein said resilient member 
comprises a coil spring. 
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149. (Nevi^The device of claim 143 wherein said retaining means 
comprises a latching arm^aving a proximal end and a distal end, said proximal end 
of said latching arm hingedly attachedjo said housing, said distal end of said 
latching arm comprising a protrusion. 



150. (New) The devlpe of claim 149 wherein said needle guard includes a 
recess for receiving said protrusion. 

151 . (New) The devicd of claim 149 wherein said latching arm further 
comprises a finger pad for manually disengaging said latching arm from said needle 
guard. 

152. (New) The device oii claim 149 wherein said latching arm comprises a 
ramp for biasing said latching arm In an outward manner when a compressive force 
is applied to said needle guard. 



1 53. (New) The device of cl$im 14V whecein said forward end of said 
housing comprises an opening, the b^se of said needle being secured within said 
opening. 



154. (New) The device of claim 153 wherein said housing comprises a 
longitudinal wall section extending forward from said housing, said wall section 
substantially surrounding said opening. 



155. (New) The device of claim 1\54 wherein said wall section comprises at 
least one aperture for providing access to said opening. 
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156. {New) The device of claim 154 wherein said retaining means 
Comprises a latbhing arm having a proximal end and a distal end, said proximal end 
of said latching anri hingedly attached to said wall section of said hub, said distal end 
of said latching armYomprising a protrusion, said needle guard including a recess for 
receiving said protrusic 



157. (New) The deyice of claim 156 wherein said triggering means 
comprises a finger pad positioned on said latching arm for manually disengaging 
said latching arm from said needle guard. 

158. (New) The device of clkim 156 wherein said triggering means 
comprises a ramp positioned on said latehing arm for biasing said latching arm in an 
outward manner when a rearward force ikapplied to said needle guard. 



159. (New) The device of claim 146 further comprising a needle guard hub 
coupled to said housing, said hub having a longitudinal wall section extending 
forward from said hub, said resilient member disposed between said hub and said 
needle guard. 




160. (New) The device of claifyi 159^wherein said wall section comprises an 
aperture for accessing said needle. 

9/ 161 . (New) Tha^evice of claim 139 wherein said retaining means 
omprises a latching arm havihga proximal end and a distal end, said proximal end 
of said latching arm hingedly attachetKQsaid wall section of said hub, said distal end 
of said latching arm comprising a protrusion^fcai{j needle guard having a recess for 
receiving said protrusion.. 
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162. (New) The device of claim 161 wherein said triggering means 
comprises a finger pafckon said latching arm for manually disengaging said latching 
arm from said needle guard. 

163. (New) The device of claim ifrkwherein said triggering means 
comprises a ramp for biasing said latching arm inat^outward manner when a 
rearward force is applied to said needle guard. 

164. (New) The device of claim 145 wherein said needle guard comprises a 
first notch for retaining said distal end of said resilient member. 



165. (New) The device of claim 164 wherein said needle trap comprises a 
lead-in section having a second nolch, said lead-in section locating said resilient 
member within first and second notches, said second notch releasably retaining said 
distal end of said resilient member. 



1 66. (New) The device of claim 1 64 Wherein said needle trap comprises a 
lead-in section having a multilevel landihg, sard lead-ifl section locating said resilient 
member within said first notch and said landing>sara landing releasably retaining 
said distal end of said resilient member. 



1 67. (New) The device of claim 145 wherein said needle trap comprises at 
least one longitudinal channel for reducing the contact surface area between said 
needle trap and said resilient member. 
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168. (New) The device o 
end and a second end, said first e 
attached to said needle guard. 



claim 146 further comprising a tether having a first 
id attached to said housing, said second end 



169. (New) The device of 
end and a second end, said first eiid 
to said needle guard. 



claim 159 further comprising a tether having a first 
attached to said hub, said second end attached 



170. (New) The device of claim 168 or 169 wherein said tether is flexible. 



171. (New) The device of claim 1 46 further comprising a rigid tether and 
said housing includes an aperture for receiving said rigid tether, said rigid tether 
having a first end and a second end, skid first end having a stop to prevent said first 
end of said rigid tether from advancing \hrough said housing aperture, said second 
end attached to said needle guard. 

172. (New) The device of claim \ further comprising a rigid tether and 
said hub includes an aperture for receiving said rigid tether, said rigid tether having a 
first end and a second end, said first end paving a stop to prevent said first end of 
said rigid tether from advancing through sajjd hub aperture, said second end 
attached to said needle guard. 

173. (New) The device of claim 17(^ wherein said hub includes a pocket for 
storing said flexible tether. 



174. (New) The device of claim 139 Wherein said needle includes a change 
in contour near the sharpened distal end of sa\d needle, said change in contour 
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providing limiting means to limit the forward movement of said needle guard along 
said needle. 



175. (New) The device of 
least one projection for removably 
housing. 



claim 146 wherein said housing comprises at 
ttaching a protective storage cover to said 



176. (New) The device of claim 159 wherein said hub comprises at least 
one projection for removably attaching a protective storage cover to said hub. 

177. (New) The device of claim 139 wherein said needle guard comprises 
an integral configuration whereby saic^first and second sections are joined by a 
hinge section. 

178. (New) The device of claim\l45 further Comprising a shroud for 
containing said resilient member and said neeate"guard. 

179. (New) The device of claim 145 further comprising a shroud for 
containing said needle guard and said needle when the sharpened distal end of said 
needle is contained within said needle guard, said shroud comprising a bellows, said 
bellows providing limiting means to limit the forward movement of said needle guard 
along said needle. 

180. (New) The device of claim 1 wh^ein said needle trap is made of a 
plastic material. 



Remarks 
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